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Proposed title of paper: Do caring and curing involve violence? The meaning and the scope of a common 

place about the physician/patient relationship. 

Abstract with 3 clearly stated objectives in 250 words:  

Physicians are often charged with being inhuman with their own patients. This paper aims at 

understanding the meaning of such a criticism and to highlight the reason for its frequency and its 

vigour. More specifically, it will focus on one of the understanding of the word “humanhood”: not the 

idea of belonging to the human kind, but that of displaying the supposed qualities and characteristics of 

a human being (culture, education, politeness, compassion for others, etc.). Our method is based on a 

trans-disciplinary approach (since our paper is the result of a collaboration between a physician and a 

philosopher) and is grounded on clinical ethics cases’ analysis (made in a French clinical ethics center, in 

Cochin Hospital, Paris). We first propose a critical examination of all the reasons put forward to give an 

account of the “inhumanity” of the physicians. Both social sciences and humanities literature and 

personal accounts proposed by patients are used in this moment. Secondly, we turn to develop our own 

hypothesis: what clearly shows clinical ethics is that a) there is actually violence in the physician/patient 

relationship, b) that this violence may be better explained because of a discrepancy between the wish of 

the patient and the therapeutic project proposed by the medical team or because of the impossibility to 

find out a satisfying solution to the situation raised by the disease. Finally, we argue that it is essential 

for ethical thinking to recognize this violence rather than hiding it and to reconsider the 

patient/physician relationship in the light of it. 
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